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By ADAM FITZ-ADAM. 
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To be continued every THURSDAY. 





THuurspay, December the 12th, 1754. 





Proferet in lucem {peciofa vocabula rerum. Hor. 
Mr. Firz-Apam, 


CIE ERO ° an Englifaman, I gratefully ap- 
ak Woe my . plaud the zeal you thew for afcer- 





2 taining our language; and am e- 
y> qually ready to acknowledge the 
ROZSEENGY: 

WRC Fey ufe and even the neceffity of the 
CG SSID NEOLOGICAL dictionary, mentioned 
in your laft paper I muft however beg leave fo far to. 
diffent from you as to doubt the propriety. of joining to 
the fixed and permanent ftandard of our language, a 
vocabulary of words’ which per#h and are forgot within 
the comipafs of the year. 

THAT 
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TuatT we are obliged to the ladies for moft of thefe 
‘ornaments to our language, I readily acknowledge ; but 
‘it mutt alfo be acknowledged that it would be degrad- 

ing their invention to fuppofe they would defire a per- 
petuity of any thing whofe lofs they can fo eafily fupply. 
It would be no lefs an error to imagine that they wanted 
a repofitory for their words after they have worn them 
out, than that they withed for a wardrobe to preferve 
their caft-off fafhions. Novelty is their pleafure: fin- 
gularity and the love of being before-hand is greatly 
flattering to the female mind. From hence arifes the 
prefent tafte for planting, and the pleafure the ladies take 
in fhewing their exotics, as giving them an opportunity 
of talking Greek. With what refpectful pleafure do 
their admirers gaze while their pretty mouths troll out 
the Toxicodendron, Chryfanthemum, Orchis, Trago- 
pogon, Hypericum, and the like ? 

From hence only can we account for that jargon 
which the French call the Bon ton, which they are ob- 
liged to change continually, as foon as they find it pro- 
phaned by any other company but one ftep lower than 
themfelves in their degrees of politenefs. A lady armed 
with a new word, exults with a confcious fuperiority, 
and exercifes a tyranny over thofe who do not under- 
ftand her, like the delegates of the law, with their Ca- 
pias, Latitat, and Venire facias: but a word which has 
been a month upon the town, lofes it’s force, and makes 
as poor a figure as the law put into Englith. 

In order therefore to interpret every new word, and 
what is ftill more important, to give the different ac- 
ceptations of the fame words, according to the various 
fenfes in which they are received and underftood in the 
different parts of this extenfive metropolis, I would re- 


commend 
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commend a fmall portable vocabulary to be annually 
publithed and bound up with the almanack. It is of 
great confequence that a work of this nature fhould be 
duly and carefully executed, becaufe though it is very 
grievous to be ignorant, it is much more terrible to be 
deceived or mifled; and this is greatly to be apprehend- 
ed from the abufe of turning old words from their for- 
mer fignification to a fenfe not only very different, but 
often directly contrary to it. The coining a new word, 
that is to fay, a new found, which had no fenfe previ- 
oufly affixed to it, will probably have no other ill effec 
than puzzling for a while the underftanding and memo- 
ry: but what fhall we fay to the turn which the prefent 
age has taken of giving an entire new fenfe to words 
and expreflions, and that in fo delicate a cafe as the 
characters of men? I remember when a certain perfon 
informed a large company at the polite end of the town, 
that, in the city, a GooD MAN was a term meant to 
denote a man who was able and ready at all times to 
pay a bill at fight, the whole affembly fhook their 
heads, and thought it was a ftrange perverfion of lan- 
guage. And yet thefe very perfons are not aware that 
the phrafes they commonly ufe would appear equally 
ftrange on the other fide Temple-Bar. A sILLy Fet- 
Low, for inftance, would there be thought a weak 
young man, who had been fo often impofed upon that 
he was not worth a groat; inftead of that, it is the 
moft common term for one who poffeffes the very for- 
tune, talent, miftrefs or preferment which his defcri- 
ber wifhes to have. In like manner, a sILLY WOMAN 
implies one who is more beautiful, young, happy and 
good-natured:than the reft of her female acquaintance. 


OpD MAN is @ term we frequently hear vociferated 
in 
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in the ftreets, when achairman is in want ofa partner. 
But when a lady of quality orders her porter to let in no 
ODD PEOPLE, fhe means all decent grave men, wo- 
men who have never been talked of, many of her own 
relations, and all her hufband’s, - 

Besipes thofe words which owe their rife to caprice 
or accident, there are many which having been long 
confined to particular profeffions, offices, diftricts, cli- 
mates, &c. are brought into public ufe by fafhion, or the 
reigning topic on. which converfation has happened te 
dwell for any confiderable time. During the great re- 
bellion they talked univerfally the language of the fcrip- 
tures. To your tents,O! Ifrael, was the well known cry 
of faction in the ftreets. They beat the enemy from 
Dan even unto Beerfbeba, and exprefled themfelves in a 
manner which muft have been totally unintelligible, 
except in thofe extraordinary times when people of all 
forts happened to read the Bible. To thefe fucceeded 
the wits of CHaRLEs’s days; to underftand whom it was 
neceflary to have remembered a great deal of bad poetry ; 
as they generally began or concluded their difcourfe 
with a couplet. In our own memory the late war, 
which began at fea, filled our mouths with terms from 
that element. The land war not only enlarged the fize 
of our {words and hats, but of our words alfo. The 
peace taught us the language of the fecretary’s office. 
Our country {quires made treaties about their, game 
and ladies xcgotiated the meeting of their lap-dogs. 
Parliamentary language has been ufed «wthout doors. 
We drink claret or port according to the ftate of our 
finances. Yo fpend a week in the country or town 
is a meafure; and if we diflike the meafure, we 
put a zegative upon it. With the rails and build- 


ings 
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ings of the Chinefe, we adopted alfo fora while their 


language. A: doll of that country, we called a jofs, 
and a flight building, a pagoda, For that year we 
talked of nothing but palanquins, nabobs, mandarins, 
junks, fipoys, &c. To what was this owing, but the war in 
the Eaft Indies ? 

I woutp therefore farther propofe, in order to ren- 
der this work compleat, that a fupplement be added to 
it, which fhall be an explanation of the words, figures 
and forms of {peech of the country, that will moft pro- 
bably be the fubjeét of converfation for the enfuing 
year. For inftance. Whoever ¢onfiders the deftination 
of our prefent expedition, muft think it high time to 
publifh an interpretation of Weft India phrafes, which 
will foon become fo current among us, that no man will 
be fit to appear in company, who {hall not be able to 
ornament his difcourfe with thofe jewels. For my part, 
I with fuch a work had been publifhed time enough to 
have affifted me in reading the following extra& of a 
letter from one of our colonies. 

“ The Chippoways and Orundaks are ftill very 
© troublefome. Laft week they /ca/ped one of our In- 
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in 


‘ dians : but the fix matzons continue firm ; and at a meet- 


‘ ing of Sachems it was determined to take up the hatchet, 
“and make the war-kettle boil. ‘The French defired to 
‘© fmoak the calumet of peace ; but the balf-king would not 
“ confent. They offered the /peech-belt, but it was re- 
* fufed. Our Governour has received an account of 
‘ their proceedings, together with a fring of wampum, 
« and a bundle of fhins to brighten the chain.” 

A work of this kind, if well executed, cannot fail to 


make the fortune of the undertaker: for] am convin- 
ced 
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ced that A GUIDE /0 the NEW-ENGLISH tongue muft have 
as great a fale as the Britith Peerage, Baronetage, Re- 
gifter of Races, Lift of the Houfes, and other fuch like 
nomenclators, which conftitute the ufeful part of the 
modern library. I am, 
SIR, 
Your moft bumble fervant 
C. D. 
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